Sample Letter
Date
Address		
Dear			:
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am writing to ask you to oppose deficit reduction proposals that would require a home health copayment for Medicare beneficiaries or add to the $40 billion in home health payment cuts in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Over 3 million senior citizens and Americans with disabilities enrolled in Medicare rely on home health care services. This benefit allows individuals to receive quality, affordable health care services in the comfort of their homes rather than a more costly hospital or nursing home setting. Copayments and additional payment cuts would be devastating to access to care for home health patients.

Congress eliminated home health copayments in 1972 to encourage the use of less costly health care services. Increasing out-of-pocket medical expenses on the elderly and disabled discourages individuals from seeking this more affordable, necessary care and forces them to seek care in more expensive institutional settings. In addition, the greatest impact of this "sick tax" would fall on the oldest and most infirm Medicare beneficiaries who already spend a high percentage of their income on health care needs. Home health patients and their families and friends already pay a huge copayment by providing an estimated $450 billion a year in unpaid care at home, costs that would be incurred by Medicare if these patients were in a hospital or nursing home.

Additional home health payment cuts would entirely disrupt the payment reforms enacted by Congress last year. Already over 53 percent of home health agencies are projected to be paid less by Medicare than their costs in 2012. Deeper payment cuts will directly impact access to care for Medicare beneficiaries in need of home health services.

I respectfully ask that you preserve access to home health services by rejecting home health copayments and more home health payment cuts. 
Sincerely, 

